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PRESS RELEASE 

Benton County Sheriff Innocent of Charges 

 
Richland, WA, October 10, 2019:  Despite false allegations and a politically 

motivated investigation and prosecution, Benton County Sheriff Jerry Hatcher 

remains committed to his family and the people of people of Benton County, 
whom he has the privilege to serve.   

After experiencing marital problems, Sheriff Hatcher and his wife began 

divorce proceedings.  Mrs. Hatcher filed divorce proceedings without any 
allegations of physical harm or any request for an order preventing Sheriff 
Hatcher from contacting her while the divorce proceeded.  The divorce was sad 

but not contentious and both Sheriff and Mrs. Hatcher wanted the divorce to be 
amicable.  After the filing of the divorce, Sheriff and Mrs. Hatcher continued to 
speak to each other, see each other, and work on trying to repair the 

relationship. 

Several weeks after the divorce was filed, Benton County elected officials 
involved themselves in the Hatcher’s divorce.  The officials, who are not members 
of law enforcement or investigators, started pressuring Mrs. Hatcher to report a 

two-year-old allegation against Sheriff Hatcher.  The officials went so far as to 
hold an hour-long meeting with Mrs. Hatcher without any law enforcement or 
investigators present.  The pressure put on Mrs. Hatcher by the officials was so 

great that she drove to Idaho to ask for help in dealing with the pressure put on 
her by the officials. 

Mrs. Hatcher drafted an email making it clear that the 2-year-old 
allegation was not true and that she had been pressured by Benton County 

officials to make the allegation.  Mrs. Hatcher also continued to communicate 
with Sheriff Hatcher during this period of time, asking his advice on how to deal 
with what the officials had done.     



  It was only after the Benton County officials had pressured Mrs. Hatcher 
to make a report she knew to be false that the same officials then recused 

themselves from the case.  If there was a conflict, that conflict existed the minute 
they involved themselves in the matter.  The conflict existed when they held an 
hour long meeting with Mrs. Hatcher.  The conflict existed throughout the time 

they pressured her.   

Divorce proceedings can be emotional and people can make emotional 
decisions.  While Sheriff Hatcher adamantly denies these false accusations, he 
does not blame his wife for the current situation and stands by his family.  Sheriff 

Hatcher does blame the Benton County officials would exploit Mrs. Hatcher for 
their own gains. 

Sheriff Hatcher will aggressively defend against these false allegations.  To 
that end, Sheriff Hatcher’s legal team has already begun their own investigation.  

Charges were hastily filed without even the semblance of a full and fair 
investigation by the Washington State Patrol.  Witnesses have not been 

interviewed.  Vital evidence has not been collected.  Sheriff Hatcher’s legal 
team has already begun collecting the evidence the State Patrol failed to 
secure.  Sheriff Hatcher’s legal team will also be seeking a preservation order to 

ensure that forensic evidence that may be in the possession of Benton County 
officials is not destroyed.       

Sheriff Hatcher will rely on his legal team to handle these false allegations 
while he continues to concentrates on serving the citizens of Benton County who 

elected him and have trusted him for over 30 years.   

Sheriff Hatcher has retained Mr. Mason Pickett to assist with the civil 
portion of these accusations and Mr. Scott Johnson to assist with the criminal 
case. 

 

For further information or if anyone has any information about the events 

described above, please contact: Scott W. Johnson at Johnson & Orr, (509) 579-
0080 or scott@johnsonorr.com.   



From: mhatcher@owt.com <mhatcher@owt.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 3, 2019 9:26 PM 
To: 'Andy.miller@co.benton.wa.us' <Andy.miller@co.benton.wa.us>; 
'daniel.richmond@wsp.wa.gov' <daniel.richmond@wsp.wa.gov> 
Cc: 'Monica Hatcher' <mhatcher@owt.com> 
Subject: Hatcher 

Benton Cunty Prosecutor, Andy Miller 

Washington State Patrol, Sgt. Richmond 

I have tried to contact you several times since the beginning of this week as I 

have some questions and concerns that I needed to share with you regarding my 

conversation with the Detectives as well as others. After spending a lot of time 

going over everything that has transpired since I received your call on September 

J��� regarding this ongoing issue between my husband and I, it has become very 

clear to me that I am confused about quite a lot of things. Given everything that 

has been going on in my world over the past few months, I wanted to share that 

I have really had a hard time, mentally and emotionally. With my entire world 

falling apart, your call on 09/18 caught me completely off guard. Not only was I 

surprised by the subject and your questions, I was so overwhelmed at the time 

that ...... . 

After being questioned by the Detectives in my office, I have done a lot of 

thinking, which is why I have tried to contact you. Andy, as I have shared with 

you, I have been a complete mess, everything in my world has been ripped apart 
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